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Texas gets more than its fair share of extreme weather—
bitter cold snaps, blistering heat waves and sky-splitting 
thunderstorms. Some say this makes Texas inhospitable to 
outdoor living. Texans see it a little differently. We relish every
mid-winter warm spell, every unseasonably cool summer
evening, the all-too-brief periods of trees blossoming in the
spring and leaves changing colors in the fall. We take full 
advantage of these fleeting moments, and we'll almost certainly
do it outdoors. This may explain why James Landscaping, Inc.
stays so busy. Texans want to make the most of their outdoor
time when these pockets of perfection present themselves, 
so our landscapes had better look and function optimally. 
(Heaven forbid we spend a glorious Indian summer in a dingy yard.) 
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Pictured (l-r) the James Landscaping, Inc. Team:
Rhonda James, Priscilla French and Cassie James 
(Landscape Architect, Michael Parkey - refer to ‘i’ photo).

Path to Pond Sitting Area: Decomposed Granite
path through a wooded area to a koi pond with
stream and waterfall.

Waterfall and Stream: Same location as above.
This is a water feature that we designed and 
installed in 2006. Photo was taken two years later.

Courtyard that we refurbished, adding the 
random rectangle patio on decomposed granite,
pergola, lighting, basalt fountain and plantings.

Koi Pond and landscaping in a new home.  
Custom stone bench, flagstone patio, Vitex Tree, 
ornamental grasses, perennials and annuals.

View of above Koi Pond with Water Lilies in
bloom (pink and yellow), Purple fountain grass and
stone bench. A rugged boulder path leads through
the water from one side of the pond to the other.

Dry Stack Wall with perennials (phlox), 
thrift and dianthus.

Outdoor living area including pergola, bar, 
seat wall, fire pit, built in grill and fridge are all 
in this backyard for enjoying family and friends.

Michael Parkey, Landscape Architect

Pond (e,f ), patio, bridge—different view.

Dry creek bed, shaded yard with Ferns, Hollies
and Hydrangea 12 years after install.

Irrigation Pond: This pond removes iron from 
well water so that it can be used for irrigation without
staining trees, shrubs, walks and structures. This pond 
reduced iron levels from 7 ppm to trace amount in the
sprinkler system which no longer stained walkways.

Landscape lighting makes the house more 
attractive and safe at night. (photo: Margret Wolf)

If you like gravel and cactus, we pride ourselves
on being creative about it. This dry creek bed helps
move water and is decorative. The house is a Texas
Ranch Style. This island features set boulders, 
decomposed granite, desert willow and hardy 
re-blooming perennials along with dramatic agave
including landscape lighting.

Rain Garden: This bed collects water when it
rains and slows down run off. It is planted with both
drought and water tolerant plants. These plants
thrive in a bed that gets no more water than the 
others, yet it has decorative gravel that allows rain
to be stored as it soaks into the earth recharging
ground water stores. The plant can also handle wet
feet for a number of days or even weeks with no
damage. They re-bloom throughout the summer.

To identify if your roses have RRD, please visit:
http://collin.agrilife.org/files/2011/09
Rose-Rosette-Disease-Handout.pdf

6-minute informative video for those in charge 
of landscaping (homeowner, municipality, HOA):

http://www.ccmgatx.org/gardening-
resources/videos/rose-rosette-disease.aspx


